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Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the annual meeting of the Executive Council was held virtually over an 
extended period on 15th, 16th, 17th and 30th May, 6th June, 5th and 19th September, 3rd October, 7th and 
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the various meetings 
 
Present at the meetings: 
 

Dr. Jeff Pettis, President 
Dr. Peter Kozmus, Vice-President 
Mr. Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini, Secretary-General 
Dr. Cristina Mateescu, President of Scientific Commission on Apitherapy 
Prof. Geraldine Wright, President of Scientific Commission on Bee Biology 
Dr. Nicola Bradbear, President of Scientific Commission on Beekeeping for Rural Development 
Prof. Norberto García, President of Scientific Commission on Beekeeping Economy 
Prof. Lucas A. Garibaldi, President of Scientific Commission on Pollination & Bee Flora 
Dr. Fani Hatjina, President of Scientific Commission on Bee Health 
Mr. Etienne Bruneau, President of Scientific Commission on Beekeeping Technology & Quality 
Mr. David Mukomana, President of Regional Commission for Africa 
Mr. Lucas D. Martínez, President of Regional Commission for the Americas 
Prof. Cleofas Cervancia, President of Regional Commission for Asia 
Dr. Róbert Chlebo, President of Regional Commission for Europe 
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Ms. Alina I. Abdullina, 47th Apimondia Congress Organising Committee 
Mr. Ainur S. Samanov, 47th Apimondia Congress Organising Committee 
Prof. Alexey G. Nikolenko, 47th Apimondia Congress Organising Committee 
Ms. Gyuzel Nasyrova, 47th Apimondia Congress Organising Committee 
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****************** 
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Agenda of the meetings 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
2. Apimondia policy: 

a) review of content and implementation of terms of reference for Scientific and Regional 
Commissions and Volunteers, 
b) process of definition of policies on global beekeeping topics (sustainability of agricultural systems, 
chemical companies, government policies, GMOs, adulteration of bee products), 
c) review and definition of Scientific and Regional Commissions’ workplans, 
d) revision and integration of the Scientific and Regional Commissions’ areas of activity 
e) Apimondia communication policy 

 
3. Update of current projects: website, social media, newsletter, working groups, digital kits 
 
4. Final report and closure of accounts of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
 
5. Report and follow-up on the organisation of the 47th Apimondia Congress 
 
6. Collaboration with FAO: organisation of World Bee Day 2020, follow-up on collaboration, TECA and 
Codex Alimentarius 
 
7. Discussion and definition of Apimondia involvement in international projects and technical 
partnerships with other institutions 
 
8. Overview of financial issues: 

a) report on the accounts and approval of the accounts and financial report for 2019, 
b) review of budget for the 2020-2021 biennium 
c) Apimondia srl 

 
9. Review and new proposals for amendments to the Apimondia Statutes 
 
10. Assessment of PCO for 2025 
 
11. Admission of new Members 
 
12. Apimondia Ltd 
 
13. Report of the FIITEA Management Committee 
 
14. Calendar and follow-up on organisation of forthcoming international congresses and symposia 
 
15. Reports of the Members of the Executive Council 
 
16. Any other business 
 

****************** 
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The President opens the meeting welcoming the members present. 
 
 
• Adoption of the agenda (point 1) 
 
The agenda is unanimously adopted with minor amendments to the order of discussion of the items to 
be dealt with. 
 
 
• Apimondia policy: a) review of content and implementation of terms of reference for Scientific and 

Regional Commissions and Volunteers, b) process of definition of policies on global beekeeping 
topics (sustainability of agricultural systems, chemical companies, government policies, GMOs, 
adulteration of bee products), c) review and definition of Scientific and Regional Commissions’ 
workplans, d) revision and integration of the Scientific and Regional Commissions’ areas of activity 
e) Apimondia communication policy (point 2) 

 
For this point the discussion focuses on paragraphs c), d) and e) 
 
c) review and definition of Scientific and Regional Commissions’ workplans 
 
d) revision and integration of the Scientific and Regional Commissions’ areas of activity 
 
The Presidents of the Scientific and Regional Commissions present their respective workplans for 2020 
and 2021 (projects, missions, symposia, recruitment of more members, World Bee Day activities, honey 
fraud statement revision, climate change, etc.). 
 
Mr. Ratia and Dr. Hatjina propose to prepare an Apimondia Statement on pesticides, whereas the 
President and Dr. Bradbear propose to work on an Apimondia Statement on sustainable beekeeping. 
 
The Secretary-General proposes to address this issue in an ad hoc meeting in order to collate, categorise, 
prioritise, evaluate the costs involved and then approve the revised workplans. 
 
During the meeting of 6th June, a general re-checking, clustering and prioritising of all the 63 activities 
proposed, some of which involve more than one Commission, is carried out, followed by a discussion 
aimed at increasing the co-ordination between the Scientific and Regional Commissions in order to know 
if the common activities can be carried out in terms of time and funds available, as well as at establishing 
the most adequate way of distributing the resources and establishing the verification indicators for the 
outcomes. 
 
At the 5th October meeting, after a discussion on the system of accountability and reporting, it is agreed 
to give € 2,000 to each Commission upon request of the latter and after evaluation of the Management 
Board. A final report will be produced by each Commission to account for the use of the funds and the 
outcomes. 
 
e) Apimondia communication policy 
 
The members agree on the need to hire a communication / scientific expert in order to carry out the 
activities linked to the collection and dissemination of information by the Federation. All concur to hire 
the expert on a part-time basis for a start and, on the basis of the results achieved after some months and 
the funds available, see if there are grounds to increase the activity. 
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The profile for such position is prepared, highlighting that the candidate should be knowledgeable of the 
most recent IT parameters and a team for the evaluation of the candidates is set up, composed of Mr. 
Jørgensen, Mr. Ratia, Dr. Pettis, Dr. Kozmus, Dr. Bradbear, Prof. García and Mr. Jannoni-Sebastianini. 
 
It is agreed to have the vacancy announcement posted on the Federation’s website; in order to speed up 
the process, Dr. Kozmus will also set up the Google document for further disseminating the 
announcement and collecting the applications. 
 
 
• Final report and closure of accounts of the 46th Apimondia Congress (point 4) 
 
Prof. Giovenazzo, President of the 46th Apimondia Congress, takes the floor to present the final report 
of the event underlining that, apart from the website, various media (Facebook, Instagram, etc.) were 
used to promote the congress that was attended by over 5,500 participants from 136 countries. A 
dedicated app had been developed for the event. 
 
He also mentions that the scientific programme included 54 sessions, 9 workshops and 8 round tables; a 
total of 1,041 abstracts were submitted; 259 companies from 62 countries participated in the ApiExpo, 
while 467 exhibits were presented at the World Beekeeping Awards 2019.  
 
Mr. Scarlett then reports on the financial report, mentioning the good results achieved. 
 
The President thanks the Canadian delegates for the excellent work done. 
 
 
• Report and follow-up on the organisation of the 47th Apimondia Congress (point 5) 
 
Mr. Butov, President of the 47th Apimondia Congress, reports on the activities carried out so far; 
notwithstanding the harsh situation due to the Covid-19 emergency, the Local Organising Committee is 
working with the local beekeepers’ associations for the organisation of the event as well as promoting 
the congress through various media (website, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.); all Russian regions 
have been informed on the congress and Mr. Butov is in regular contact with the Government of the 
Bashkortostan Republic. 
 
Then the Executive Secretary of the 47th Apimondia Congress reports on the work done at local level in 
Ufa, underlining that the website in English and Russian is regularly updated, 2,000 rooms have already 
been reserved in hotels of different categories and the volunteers are being selected. 
 
Finally the representatives of the PCO illustrate the programme schedule and the reports on the website 
visits; they then show a virtual tour of the Toratau Congress Centre where the congress will take place 
[layout of the conference halls, poster session, utility rooms for the organising committees, hall for the 
General Assembly, the floorplan of the ApiExpo that will be hosted in a temporary structure just outside 
the congress centre (about 25% of the booths have already been reserved and/or down-paid), the hall 
dedicated to the World Beekeeping Awards, the catering areas]. The opening ceremony will be hosted 
in the Ufa Arena (with a capacity of 8,250 seats). 
 
The registration fees are already posted on the website. Considering the relatively limited capacity of 
the halls in the congress centre, it is agreed to evaluate the possibility to deploy a streaming system for 
the main sessions in order to allow people at home to participate virtually with a low fare (hybrid format). 
Furthermore, the Local Organising Committee, in order to attract as many Russian beekeepers as 
possible, suggests to have a reduced registration fee for Russian participants, mentioning that the local 
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government would guarantee a minimum of 3,000 participants whose registration fees would be paid by 
the Government of Bashkortostan and other Republics. In any case, all local participants will be eligible 
to apply at the reduced fee. 
 
Concerning the technical tours, a discussion takes place on evaluating the possibility to place them either 
at the beginning or in the middle of the congress programme in order to stimulate the exchange of 
experience among the beekeepers; it is also raised the proposal to have them each day of the congress. 
Two technical tours are foreseen: a 1-day tour and a 2-day tour.  
 
As for the visas, the PCO representative reports that an agency has been selected to deal with visa and 
customs issues and that it will arrange all the needed documents. Furthermore, the Local Organising 
Committee is working on this matter with the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Customs Service as well as with the Russian Veterinary Service for importing beekeeping 
products, in order to have the applications processed as soon as possible. It is also stressed to clearly 
indicate in the website and in the registration forms the visa procedure and the terms of the cancellation 
policy. 
 
With regard to the scientific programme, it is stressed the need to identify a common programme on the 
current most relevant topics. The President asks the Presidents of the Scientific Commissions to arrange 
the programme jointly with the Local Scientific Committee during the meeting of 6th June; the possibility 
to give a prize to the best talk/poster will also be discussed. Finally, Mr. Ratia reiterates the importance 
to have a high-quality translation. 
 
For the World Beekeeping Awards, Ms. Brown informs those present that, as agreed in a former meeting, 
the samples submitted (honey) will be tested in a selected laboratory in a different country before the 
opening of the congress, whereas the beeswax samples can be tested and judged directly in Ufa. 
 
The President thanks all for the great work done so far and reiterates the importance to give a Russian 
flavour to the event. 
 
On the occasion of the meeting of 30th May, taking into consideration the restrictions linked to the 
pandemic, the members of the Executive Council discuss on the possible postponement of the congress 
as well as on the most suitable format. After due discussion, three options are proposed: have it in 2021 
in the usual face-to-face format, have it fully virtual in 2021, postpone it to 2022. In order to have a 
sound evaluation, the members agree to consult ICCA and the PCO in order to obtain their inputs. 
 
During the meeting of 6th June, this same issue is discussed at length with the PCO. On the grounds of 
the congress logistic deadlines, the evolution of the general situation and the international travel, 
congress centre and hotel regulations on social distancing that could be in place, it is resolved to decide 
on the dates of the congress by January 2021. Ms. Goldsworthy and Prof. Wright propose that an 
objective risk assessment and a contingency plan be carried out by a specialist. The President will 
approach the Local Organising Committee to see what their feelings are about this uncertainty. 
 
At the meeting of 5th September, the PCO updates on the latest developments from Ufa: the local 
University premises can be used to host some sessions, a few more ApiExpo registrations have been 
received; moreover it is stressed that if the congress takes place in 2021, insurance fees and travel fares 
would be higher. After due consideration, it is agreed that a survey for deciding the preferred date for 
the congress be sent to all the Apimondia Members and that the final decision be taken by November-
December 2020. 
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During the meeting of 19th September, the President addresses the Local Organising Committee 
informing them that Apimondia is still very excited about the congress in Ufa and that, to make it 
successful, Apimondia is evaluating the possibility to postpone it to 2022 as well as opting for streaming 
it. He underlines that the main concern is about international travelling restrictions, but still the 
organisation of the scientific programme and the abstract submission should go on. The Local 
Organising Committee agrees that the participants must feel safe and informs that they are ready for 
hosting the congress either in 2021 or in 2022; the Local Organising Committee will respect any decision 
Apimondia may take. 
 
The PCO proposes that the Local Scientific Committee and the Apimondia Scientific Commissions 
discuss in May 2021 in Ufa on the evaluation of the abstracts especially for oral presentations and then 
in June 2021 to send the results to the authors and to set-up the programme. A demonstration of the 
abstract submission system and on-line evaluation system follows. 
 
All those present agree to the President’s proposal to hold, in case of postponement of the congress, a 
two-day symposium from Ufa as a preview to the congress to keep the momentum and attract interest. 
 
As for the round tables, 12 topics are proposed (impact of honey fraud; impact of pesticides and 
veterinary medicine on bees; impact of climate change on beekeeping, flora and entomofauna; impact 
of Covid-19 on the beekeeping sector; impact of European laws and definitions on products from non-
Apis mellifera bees, especially for beekeeping in Asia; impact of future ISO standards on trade in all bee 
products; impact of an international harmonisation of diplomas for professional beekeepers; impact of 
importing bees/queens on resilient honey bee populations; support to the beekeepers in terms of economy 
from governments, FAO, etc.; how to attract young beekeepers; IT in beekeeping; sustainable 
beekeeping in connection with forest beekeeping). The Scientific Commissions will discuss on them and 
select six topics that they deem more relevant.  
 
It is agreed that it is of the utmost importance that, during the closing ceremony, the President sums up 
all the conclusions from the scientific sessions and round tables; in this way Apimondia would propose 
solutions to the problems arisen and could check that in due course the proposed actions have been 
implemented also in conjunction with other organisations such as FAO, OIE, WHO, etc. 
 
On the occasion of the meeting of 3rd October, it is agreed that, once the survey on the dates of the 
congress is closed, the Executive Council will take the final decision that will be then communicated to 
the PCO and the Local Organising Committee as well as to all the Members. For the World Beekeeping 
Awards, Dr. Hatjina’s proposal to establish the “Apimondia goes green” prize (an award of recognition 
to those entities active in reforestation) is approved. The team charged with establishing the rules will 
be composed of: Dr. Pettis, Prof. Cervancia and Dr. Hatjina. Ms. Brown will work on updating and 
revising the general guidelines of the World Beekeeping Awards and then report the results to the 
Executive Council. 
 
On 7th November the Executive Council meets to discuss the results of the survey on the dates of the 
congress sent out to the Apimondia members, which are: virtual congress in September 2021 (22 votes), 
hybrid congress in September 2022 (28 votes), hybrid congress in other date in 2022 (2 votes), hybrid 
congress in other date (2 votes). 
 
The members, after due discussion on the issue, taking into consideration said results, the general 
situation, the opinion of the PCO, the availability of the Local Organising Committee to postpone the 
event, proceed to the voting which delivers the following results: virtual congress in September 2021 (3 
votes) - hybrid congress in September 2022 (11 votes) - abstention (1). It is therefore agreed to postpone 
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the 47th Apimondia Congress to September 2022; the decision will be shared with the Local Organising 
Committee and the PCO. 
 
At the 11th November meeting, the President reports to the PCO and the Local Organising Committee 
the decision adopted by the Apimondia Executive Council to postpone the 47th Apimondia Congress to 
September 2022 and have it in hybrid format. Both the PCO and the Local Organising Committee concur 
on such decision. 
 
The PCO points out that a new contract must be signed between the PCO and the Local Organising 
Committee and that the contract between the PCO and Apimondia must also be revised. Also new 
contracts will have to be signed with the suppliers. The Secretary-General mentions that also the Letter 
of Agreement between Apimondia and the Local Organising Committee has to be amended. 
 
The Local Organising Committee express their full agreement to the decision taken, acknowledging that 
the organising committee must create and guarantee the safest conditions for the participants. They also 
mention that the 2021 Congress would have marked the 50th anniversary of the 1971 Apimondia 
Congress held in Moscow; all concur that the agreed virtual 1-day symposium in September 2021 could 
celebrate said anniversary and at the same time promote the main Congress to keep the momentum. In 
this respect, it is agreed that the possible topics to be addressed during the symposium must be both of 
Russian and international reach. Finally, the Local Organising Committee proposes to shift the date of 
the 2022 congress to the end of August; this issue will be dealt with on the occasion of the next meeting 
in January 2021. 
 
The President thanks all parties for the smooth solution of the issue and announces that Apimondia will 
send a formal letter on the postponement of the Congress to the Apimondia Members as well as post the 
announcement on the Federation’s website. 
 
 
• Update of current projects: website, social media, newsletter, working groups, digital kits (point 3) 
 
Prof. Cazier illustrates the proposed work of the Apimondia Working Group 15 on the Standardisation 
of Data on Bees and Beekeeping, mentioning that data science has a tremendous potential to help 
beekeepers and bees (decreased agricultural costs, more precise technologies applied, etc.) provided that 
a large repository of standardised data be provided; at present in beekeeping these data are mainly 
fractured, therefore standardisation is needed for merging data. The ultimate aim of the whole exercise 
is to harmonise the data and define a global standard in order to help smallholder beekeepers. As an 
example of collecting meaningful data, Mr. Ruenzel illustrates the “World Bee Count” App which has 
been developed to build a large global data repository “Global Pollinator Map”.  
 
Prof. Cazier asks the support from Apimondia to create a Data Journal (link to website) and the World 
Bee Count (encourage participation and use of data, disseminate data, help find financial sustainability). 
The President thanks Prof. Cazier and Mr. Ruenzel for the presentation and informs them that the 
Executive Council will have another restricted meeting to discuss further this initiative. 
 
Concerning the other Apimondia Working Groups, upon Mr. Ratia and Dr. Hatjina’s proposal it is agreed 
to review the activity of all the groups by contacting their respective Co-ordinators and delete those that 
are no more active.  
 
For the social media, Dr. Kozmus and Dr. Hatjina mention that they keep the Apimondia FaceBook page 
updated; moreover, Dr. Hatjina informs that she set-up a YouTube channel for Apimondia. 
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Finally, Mr. Jørgensen asks the Executive Council to feed material for the Newsletter that will have 
shorter articles on the main activities of Apimondia with a link to the website for the full reports. 
 
 
• Collaboration with FAO: organisation of World Bee Day 2020, follow-up on collaboration, TECA 

and Codex Alimentarius (point 6) 
 
On 20th May 2020, FAO, in collaboration with Apimondia, that contributed to the organisation of the 
event as well as to the making of the promotional video, stages the virtual World Bee Day celebrations 
with more than 400 participants. Dr. Pettis intervenes in the event by addressing the effect of Covid-19 
on beekeeping, the bees’ critical role on food production in order to fight hunger and starvation and on 
alleviating poverty worldwide. Dr. Bradbear illustrates beekeeping in Africa underlining its crucial role 
in livelihoods, food security and biodiversity. Prof. Cazier and Mr. Ruenzel present the “World Bee 
Count” App. 
 
The President illustrates the outcome of the meeting held on 14th May 2020 between Apimondia and 9 
FAO Technical Divisions in view of a possible framework agreement with FAO on beekeeping. He 
clarifies that the agreement would not foresee a flat funding from FAO. 
 
The President then asks those present to review the draft of the document for possible amendments, 
keeping in mind Apimondia’s principles (sponsors, etc.). 
 
As for the Codex Alimentarius, in January 2020 the President met Dr. Kruse, Senior officer of the Codex 
Commission, and discussed with her on honey standards, the Apimondia Honey Fraud Statement, 
standards for other bee and stingless bees’ products; during the meeting it was also proposed to re-
activate the electronic working groups. Dr. Kruse requested Apimondia to draft a concept note to 
highlight outstanding issues to work on jointly. Prof. García and Mr. Bruneau mention that a lot to work 
needs to be done with Codex on standardisation and that also internally in Apimondia a general 
consensus - especially on honey - must be reached, also taking in consideration the work being done by 
other entities (EU Commission, ISO, etc.). The President urges that a team (Prof. García, Mr. Bruneau 
and Dr. Mateescu) work on the concept note to be submitted to Codex. 
 
The President also informs the members that he participated in the FAO COAG (Committee on 
Agriculture) 2020 virtual meeting as an observer, mentioning that many topics are of interest of 
Apimondia. One very interesting and promising outcome is the creation of the Sub-Committee on 
Livestock whose activities include also bees. 
 
For the FAO Guidelines on Sustainable Beekeeping, Apimondia has contributed for some chapters. It is 
noted that some chapters of the publication are not strictly in line with the principles of Apimondia; the 
President asks the authors who have some concerns on the content of some chapters to inform FAO 
about their concerns and provide the relevant reason, in order to proceed with a possible revision.  
 
Another knowledge product currently in preparation is the FAO visual manual for sustainable 
beekeeping whose first unit will be specifically tailored for African rural beekeepers. This handy 
publication, mainly organised by images and just a few explanatory captions in English, is meant to 
provide new beekeepers in Africa with a visual tool to learn how to do beekeeping in a simple and direct 
way. The Apimondia Regional Commission for Africa has been pivotal in advising the best format to 
adopt and the specific messages to convey to ensure an effective and fruitful impact of the publication. 
Further editions will be devised for Latin America and Asia. 
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The FAO expert meeting takes place virtually in November 2020, in 3 blocks of 2 days each. The aim 
of this exercise is to bring - from Apimondia and other stakeholders in international beekeeping - 
knowledge to FAO to understand more about beekeeping and its challenges. The meeting will enable 
FAO technical officers to gain detailed insight into the realms of beekeeping also to gradually embed it 
more and more into their corporate activities. The meeting’s knowledge outputs will be reflected into an 
internal report for consultation by various Divisions and Units in their decision to adopt beekeeping as 
a tool for sustainable development. 
 
Concerning TECA activities, Prof. Cervancia informs those present that FAO is planning to hold a 
virtual conference on Apis cerana in December 2020 in French; Messrs. Ratia and Bruneau will assist 
her in the running of the event. 
 
 
• Discussion and definition of Apimondia involvement in international projects and technical 

partnerships with other institutions (point 7) 
 
Apimondia is currently involved in a number of international initiatives aimed at curbing the use of 
pesticides in agriculture, the international standards for royal jelly, risk assessment and innovation in 
beekeeping and monitoring activities on the environment. The specific details of these projects will be 
shared through the Apimondia Newsletter and the website. 
 
 
• Overview of financial issues: a) report and approval of the accounts and financial report for 2019, b) 

review of budget for the 2020-2021 biennium and c) Apimondia srl (point 8) 
 
a) report and approval of the accounts and financial report for 2019 
 
The Secretary-General illustrates the financial report of Apimondia for 2019, underlining the good profit 
of Euro 110,883.53. It is noted that this good result also stems from the new arrangements set with the 
Local Organising Committee concerning the organisation and the profit share of the Apimondia 
Congress held in 2019. Notwithstanding the relatively high figure of the unrecoverable fees, the balance 
sheet is in line with the cyclical “congress/non-congress year” pattern. 
 
The Executive Council approves the relevant accounts and financial report attached to these minutes. 
 
b) review of budget for the 2020-2021 biennium 
 
The budget for the current biennium is reviewed in order to see how many funds could be allotted for 
the communication expert as well as for the Commissions’ activities, taking into consideration the 
impact on the cashflow due to the postponement of the 47th Apimondia Congress to 2022 and the 
inevitable constraints posed by Covid-19. 
 
 
c) Apimondia srl 
 
The Secretary-General illustrates the accounts and financial report of Apimondia srl, mentioning that 
the rents of the premises are being paid regularly. 
 
The Executive Council approves the relevant accounts and financial report attached to these minutes. 
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• Assessment of PCO for 2025 (point 10) 
 
The President mentions that, on account of the performance delivered in the organisation of the 47th 
Apimondia Congress, Apimondia will decide on the appointment of the PCO for the future 49th Congress 
of 2025. 
 
Apimondia is also assessing the best way to ensure that the bidders of the 2025 Apimondia congress 
edition can rely on the presence and support of the (appointed or re-appointed) PCO at an early stage, 
possibly at bid submission level, to be able to organise the event as best as possible. 
 
 
• Review and new proposals for amendments to the Apimondia Statutes (point 9) 
 
The Secretary-General reminds those present that the proposal - already approved by the Executive 
Council in a former meeting - to enlarge the Management Board to five members of the Executive 
Council, by adding one representative from the Scientific Commissions and one from the Regional 
Commissions, has to be endorsed by the General Assembly in its next meeting. In this regard, he 
mentions that the representative for the Regional Commissions is Ms. Goldsworthy whereas for the 
Scientific Commissions representative the position is vacant due to the resignation of Prof. Crailsheim. 
 
Therefore, the Presidents of the Scientific Commissions proceed with the voting and unanimously elect 
Dr.  Hatjina as their representative in the Management Board; the decision is unanimously approved by 
the other members of the Executive Council. 
 
Upon proposal of Dr. Hatjina, the members agree to delete the position of Editor from Bylaw 2 and to 
compile and issue a new Bylaw on the ethic policy of Apimondia. 
 
 
• Report on the FIITEA Management Committee (point 13) 
 
The Secretary-General reports that FIITEA is at present facing a difficult situation due to the pandemic, 
and for this reason it was not possible to hold the annual Management Committee meeting. The Vice-
President urges to contact FIITEA in order to have at least a virtual meeting of the Management 
Committee by the end of 2020. 
 
Furthermore, all agree that, when the situation improves, Apimondia could work with FIITEA on 
organising conferences and training sessions on FIITEA premises. 
 
In December 2020 a virtual meeting of the FIITEA Managing Committee has taken place to address the 
most urgent issues like the budget approvals and the measures to adopt to face the current uncertainties 
posed by the COVID pandemic. As a priority the Managing Committee resolves to take a conservative 
approach in devising the budget for 2021 to take into account the reduced activities and revenue foreseen 
until the pandemic is on. 
 
 
• Admission of new Members (point 11) 
 
Following the presentation of the membership applications delivered by the Secretary-General, the 
Executive Council unanimously approves the admission of the following associations: Association 
Nationale Apicole d’Haiti - ANAPIH, Haiti and Austrian Professional Beekeepers’ Association - ÖEIB, 
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Austria (as Full Members), American Honey Producers’ Association - AHPA, USA and Hudson River 
Apiary Society - HRAS, USA (as Associate Members). 
 
The above-mentioned applications will be submitted for the final endorsement to the General Assembly 
on the occasion of its next meeting. 
 
 
• Apimondia Ltd (point 12) 
 
The Apimondia Ltd. commercial company, based in the United Kingdom, is set to officially start 
operations with the upcoming 47th Apimondia Congress in Russia. 
 
The new members appointed at the Apimondia congress held in Canada in 2019 are incorporated in the 
company board. 
 
 
• Calendar and follow-up on organisation of forthcoming international congresses and symposia (point 

14) 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a number of international events had to be postponed: the Symposium 
in Abu Dhabi to the end of August 2020, the Symposium on Bee Health in Spain has been postponed to 
2021, the Workshop on Cryopreservation in Slovenia to July 2021 (to be confirmed), the International 
Honey Council Conference to June 2021 (to be confirmed). 
 
For the ApiMedica/ApiQuality Symposium, Dr. Mateescu received a proposal to host it in Morocco in 
June 2021 (to be confirmed). Mr. Mukomana will investigate on the possibility to organise some 
symposia in Africa (one in Uganda and possibly one in South Africa) in early 2022 in order to reach out 
beekeepers at grass root level, on account of the fact that there is a great demand for such events in the 
continent. 
 
The President reports on the good success of the virtual conference held on 8th November 2020 that 
addressed honey fraud issues where Dr. Pettis, Mr. Bruneau and Prof. García presented important 
findings. 
 
Then the President and Dr. Chlebo report on the organisation of the virtual conference on bee biology 
and organic methods to control mite and pest diseases that will take place in February 2021, which 
foresees that 10% of revenues be allotted to Apimondia. The members ask to make sure that the scientific 
programme be in line with the principles of Apimondia. The conference is then approved to be organised 
under the aegis of Apimondia. 
 
Updated information on the future events will be reflected in Apimondia website in due course. 
 
 
• Reports of the Members of the Executive Council (point 15) 
 
Each member of the Executive Council gives a brief presentation of the main activities carried out. 
 
The reports of the members of the Executive Council are attached to these minutes for reference and 
consultation. 
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• Any other business (point 16) 
 
Under the supervision of Mr. Jørgensen, the publication “Beekeeping contributes to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals” has been published in English. This booklet, edited in electronic format 
and hard copy (2,000 copies) format, illustrates how beekeeping can effectively help in achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals set-up by the United Nations and it includes contributions from all the 
Commissions of Apimondia as well as from other external sources.  
 
The publication will be distributed to the Apimondia Members, FAO Divisions and Permanent 
Representations, other UN agencies, National Ministries of Agriculture, Beekeepers’ Associations, 
European Union Commissions, as well as to the Executive Council members for further dissemination. 
The electronic version has been posted on the Apimondia website and the hard copies will soon be 
distributed to the above-mentioned recipients. The members also discuss the possibility to translate the 
publication in other languages (Spanish, French, Chinese) for greater reach. 
 
Mr. Mukomana reports on the virtual meeting (in English and French) organised by the Regional 
Commission for Africa on 24th September 2020. He mentions that the Apimondia Federation and the 
Apimondia Regional Commission for Africa’s activities presented to the African stakeholders (from 24 
countries) participating in the meeting were greatly appreciated and stirred new interest in the 
Federation. The African Union representatives expressed their interest in a future collaboration with 
Apimondia. Moreover, the members of the six Regional Working Groups were introduced; their 
activities have raised a lot of interest with future would-be participants. From the Apimondia Executive 
Council, Dr. Bradbear, Dr. Pettis, Mr. Jannoni-Sebastianini, Dr. Hatjina, Ms. Goldsworthy and Mr. Ratia 
participated in the meeting. 
 
On 28th November 2020, Mr. Martínez organises the Regional Commission for the Americas virtual 
meeting (in English and Spanish). The meeting, attended by participants from 13 countries, addresses 
the following topics: the problem of bee mortality, actions against global honey fraud, the results of the 
14th FILAPI Congress, as well as the present and future activities promoted by Apimondia. 
 
In order to keep contact with the Apimondia Members in this period of lockdown, the members agree to 
organise an Open House meeting with the Apimondia Members on 5th December 2020. Notwithstanding 
the problem due to the many time zones, it is agreed to have just one meeting with all the Members. This 
would be an occasion to listen to the concerns of the Members, as well as a means to promote the 
congress in Ufa and address some important current topics (honey fraud and the economic impact, 
climate change, effects of pesticides, effects of Covid-19). It is agreed to have it for the duration of 90 
minutes. 
 
Moreover, Prof. García and Dr. Bradbear underline the importance to be present on the on-line arena in 
this period. The President’s proposal to have 4 on-line events on specific topics in 2021 is approved. 
 
Then Mr. Bruneau reports on the work he is carrying out on the questionnaire for beekeepers - from 
traditional to intensive - in order to map the situation in the different parts of the world. Dr. Bradbear 
reports on the dramatic situation of bees being killed by the fogging against the locusts taking place in 
East Africa. Dr. Hatjina and Dr. Chlebo make a short overview if the Cost Action project on beekeeping 
extension; it is agreed that Apimondia will participate in it as external observer with Dr. Kozmus. He 
also proposes to establish the “Golden Bee” award for special projects within the future World Bee Day 
celebrations. 
 
The members agree on the President’s proposal to have 6 virtual Executive Council meetings in 2021. 
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Finally, the President convenes the next meeting of the Executive Council for 2nd January 2021. 
 
Rome, 26th December 2020 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Pettis   Peter Kozmus   Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini 
     President   Vice-President   Secretary-General 


