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APIMONDIA 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING OF APIMONDIA 
 

Montreal, Canada 
4th - 5th May 2019 

 
Present to the meeting: 
 

Dr. Peter Kozmus, Acting President 
Mr. Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini, Secretary-General 
Dr. Nicolas Cardinault, Member of Scientific Commission 
Prof. Karl Crailsheim, President of Scientific Commission 
Dr. Nicola J. Bradbear, President of Scientific Commission 
Dr. Norberto García, President of Scientific Commission 
Dr. Lucas Landi, Member of Scientific Commission 
Dr. Jeff Pettis, President of Scientific Commission 
Mr. Etienne Bruneau, President of Scientific Commission 
Mr. Misael Cuevas Bravo, President of Regional Commission 
Prof. Cleofas R. Cervancia, President of Regional Commission 
Ms. Jodie Goldsworthy, President of Regional Commission 

 
Invited: 
 

Dr. Pierre Giovenazzo, President of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
Mr. Rod Scarlett, Executive Secretary of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
Dr. Steve Pernal, Scientific Co-ordinator of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
Dr. Scott Plante, Chair of Canadian Honey Council 
Ms. Enid Brown, Director of World Beekeeping Awards 2019 
Ms. Marienza Marguglio, PCO officer of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
Mr. Arnold Butov, President of the 47th Apimondia Congress 
Mr. I. Tazhitdinov, Acting Deputy Prime Minister of Bashkortostan - 47th Apimondia Congress 

 
Absent with apologies: 
 

Dr. Cristina Mateescu, President of Scientific Commission (represented by Dr. Cardinault) 
Dr. Lucas Garibaldi, President of Scientific Commission (represented by Dr. Landi) 
Mr. David Mukomana, President of Regional Commission 
Mr. Diego Pagani, President of Regional Commission 
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Agenda of the meeting 
 

Saturday 4th May 2019 
 
1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
2. Overview of financial issues: 

a) report on the accounts and approval of the accounts and financial report for 2018, 
b) budget for the 2020-2021 biennium 
c) Apimondia srl 

 
3. Review and new proposals for amendments to the Apimondia Statutes 
 
4. Evaluation of bids for the 48th Apimondia Congress 
 
5. Apimondia workplan for the 2020-2021 biennium 
 
6. Advanced assessment of workplan with PCO for 2021 
 
7. Apimondia policy: 

a) review of content and implementation of terms of reference for Scientific and Regional Commissions 
and Volunteers, 
b) process of definition of policies on global beekeeping topics (sustainability of agricultural systems, 
chemical companies, government policies, GMOs, adulteration of bee products), 
c) review and definition of Scientific and Regional Commissions’ workplans, 
d) revision and integration of the Scientific and Regional Commissions’ areas of activity 

 
8. Admission of new members and exclusion of non-paying members 
 
9. Renewal of positions of the Executive Council 
 
10. Proposal of new Honorary Members 
 
11. Collaboration with FAO: organisation of World Bee Day 2019, follow-up on definition of Memorandum 

of Understanding, TECA and Codex Alimentarius 
 
12. Discussion and definition of Apimondia involvement in international projects and technical partnerships 

with other institutions 
 

Sunday 5th May 2019 
 
13. Inspection visit to congress centre of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
 
14. Report and follow-up on organisation of the 46th Apimondia Congress 
 
15. Report and follow-up on organisation of the 47th Apimondia Congress 
 
16. Update of current projects: website, social media, newsletter, working groups, digital kits 
 
17. Reports of the Members of the Executive Council 
 
18. Any other business 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Saturday 4th May 2019 
 
At 9:00 AM the Vice-President opens the meeting, welcoming the participants present and informing that 
Dr. Mateescu, Dr. Garibaldi, Mr. Mukomana and Mr. Pagani could not attend the meeting. However, Dr. 
Cardinault and Dr. Landi will represent Dr. Mateescu and Dr. Garibaldi respectively. Dr. Kozmus also 
welcomes Ms. Brown who will be in charge of the organisation of the World Beekeeping Awards 2019. 
 
Upon suggestion by the Vice-President, all present stand up to commemorate the passing away of the late 
President Mr. Philip McCabe as well as of Mr. Hideo Watanabe, former President of the Scientific 
Commission on Beekeeping Economy, and of Dr. Théodore Cherbuliez, former President of the Scientific 
Commission on Apitherapy. 
 
• Adoption of the agenda (point 1) 
 
The agenda is approved with minor changes concerning the order of discussion of the various points as 
reflected in the sequence of the items addressed and reported in these minutes. 
 
• Overview of financial issues (point 2) 
 
a) report on the accounts and approval of the accounts and financial report for 2018 
 
The Secretary-General reports on the accounts of the Federation for the year 2018 which show a negative 
imbalance of € 5,921.92 which tends to occur in a non congress year. The members discuss on the process to 
recover the credits that are still pending, especially that related to the past congress held in Argentina, 
proposing to find activities and services (social media, newsletter, website, translations, etc.) that the 
Argentine member could carry out for Apimondia in order to settle the outstanding debt in reasonable time. 
The accounts and financial report for 2018 are approved. 
 
b) budget for the 2020-2021 biennium 
 
The Secretary-General illustrates the budget for the next biennium, mentioning that Apimondia is a partner 
in the EU co-funded project “BPractices” for which € 18,000 have been earmarked to Apimondia’s 
participation. Said project, co-ordinated by Dr. García, Dr. Formato and Prof. Cazier, will end in January 
2020.  
 
The Secretary-General also mentions that, in the next biennium, approximately € 20,000 could be 
apportioned for activities that the Presidents of the Commissions deem could be carried out in the 
implementation of their workplans. In this context, Dr. Pettis suggests the organisation of a symposium on 
climate change and beekeeping. Other members mention the need to produce best beekeeping practices 
tailored to the diverse environments/realities in the world. The budget for the 2020-2021 biennium is 
reviewed and approved. 
 
c) Apimondia srl 
 
The Secretary-General reports on the building in Castel Porziano, mentioning that the tenant regularly pays 
the current rents as well as those outstanding according to the agreed repayment plan that will reach 
completion at the end of 2019. The accounts and financial report for 2018 are approved. 
 
• Review and new proposals for amendments to the Apimondia Statutes (point 3) 
 
The Vice-President proposes to have in the bylaws of the Statutes proper rules on the organisation of 
symposia as it is already the case for the congresses. He also proposes that for small countries (less than 
1,000,000 inhabitants) the fee should be halved. All agree to include these amendments once other 
paragraphs of the Statutes will be addressed and reviewed by the appointed internal working group. 
 
The Vice-President mentions that at present there are no specific regulations on the travelling standards of 
the Executive Council members for institutional activities. The Secretary-General proposes that for long 
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distance travels an extra night could be covered by Apimondia in order to compensate for jet lag and the 
economy standard of the flight. 
 
• Evaluation of bids for the 48th Apimondia Congress (point 4) 
 
The bids for the organisation of the 48th Apimondia Congress in 2023 submitted by the following member 
associations: Chilean Beekeepers’ Federation (Chile) and the Ethiopian Apiculture Board (Ethiopia) are 
reviewed and accepted for being officially presented at the next Apimondia General Assembly in Montreal. 
 
The members mention that, should the association that won the bid not deliver the results and honour the 
commitments promised during the presentation at the General Assembly, a penalty should apply. 
 
The inspection visits to the proposed venues of the congress: Santiago (Chile) and Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 
will be carried out by two members of the Executive Council or Apimondia staff in the following months. 
 
• Apimondia workplan for the 2020-2021 biennium (point 5) 
 
The Secretary-General illustrates the proposed list of the international symposia that are foreseen to take 
place under the aegis of Apimondia in 2020: 
 
Bee Health and Bee Veterinarian Symposium Spain - pending confirmation 
8th Apimedica & 7th Apiquality Forum Russia - pending confirmation 
Sustainable Beekeeping Symposium UAE - pending confirmation 
 
Prof. Crailsheim proposes a workshop on honeybee crio-conservation to be held in Oman. 
 
The Executive Council members agree to the proposed above-mentioned events. 
 
Concerning the organisation of symposia, the members of the Executive Council underline that Apimondia 
should increase the number of events outside of Europe in order to address topics pertinent to the different 
areas in the world. The Executive Council moreover should highlight the benefits to the local beekeeping 
community for organising such events. All concur in Apimondia participating in other already-established 
international/regional beekeeping events such as the Asian Apiculture Association conference and the 
FILAPI congress as well as in trying to find funds for sponsoring events in developing countries. 
 
As for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with FAO, the Secretary-General reports that in FAO 
there is an increasing interest in beekeeping, epitomised by the organisation of the main celebration of the 
World Bee Day 2019 at the FAO Headquarters with the participation of some FAO Member Permanent 
Representatives. 
 
As mentioned above, the BPractices project is set to close in January 2020. Apimondia is committed to 
provide its technical contribution for the analysis of the economic impact of bee health good management 
practices. A set of data will be provided by a co-operative and they will be analysed by the Appalachian 
State University on an aggregate level to return the required results. 
 
• Advanced assessment of workplan with PCO for 2021 (point 6) 
 
The Vice-President reports that the contract for the core PCO of Apimondia has been signed with Conmark 
of Turkey in Rome in April 2019. 
 
• Admission of new members and exclusion of non-paying members (point 8) 
 
The Secretary-General reports on the beekeeping associations that have submitted the application to join 
Apimondia as Full or Associate Members as well as on those Members that will be excluded from the 
Federation due to the non-payment of the membership fees. Said associations will undergo the official 
endorsement of acceptance/exclusion by the General Assembly, due to convene in Montreal, Canada, next 
September. The list of the new Individual Correspondents is also distributed. 
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With the exception of two associations for which a further evaluation has to be carried out by the respective 
President of the Regional Commissions for Africa and Asia, the members of the Executive Council approve 
the applications of Full and Associate Members as well as Individual Correspondents whose applications 
will be submitted to the General Assembly for official endorsement. 
 
• Renewal of positions of the Executive Council (point 9) 
 
The Secretary-General provides the list of the positions that will undergo election at the 46th Apimondia 
Congress: President (vacant), President of the Scientific Commission on Apitherapy (incumbent: Dr. Cristina 
Mateescu), President of the Scientific Commission on Bee Biology (resigning: Prof. Karl Crailsheim), 
President of the Scientific Commission on Bee Health (resigning: Dr. Jeff Pettis), President of the Scientific 
Commission on Beekeeping Technology and Quality (incumbent: Mr. Etienne Bruneau), President of the 
Regional Commission for the Americas (resigning: Mr. Misael Cuevas Bravo), President of the Regional 
Commission for Europe (resigning: Mr. Diego Pagani), President of the Regional Commission for Oceania 
(incumbent: Ms. Jodie Goldsworthy). 
 
The members of the Executive Council whose term is about to terminate, inform those present that they will 
evaluate the possibility to stand for another term and, in case they decide to do so, they will inform the 
General Secretariat by the deadline of the application submissions. 
 
Upon receipt of all the candidatures for the afore-mentioned positions by the deadline, as per the Apimondia 
Statutes, the General Secretariat will send them out to all the members for their due information and 
evaluation. 
 
• Proposal of new Honorary Members (point 10) 
 
No proposals are submitted for the time being. At the meeting before the opening of the 46th Apimondia 
Congress, possible proposals will be discussed. 
 
• Collaboration with FAO: organisation of World Bee Day 2019, follow-up on definition of Memorandum 

of Understanding, TECA and Codex Alimentarius (point 11) 
 
After a brief presentation on some World Bee Day celebrations that took place in the past year, the Vice-
President proposes to establish an internal Working Group to draft the guidelines on the activities to be 
carried out during said events, which should include the participation not only of beekeepers but also of 
farmers and general public, possibly in different locations worldwide. The Secretary-General will check the 
guidelines used by FAO for the World Food Day for reference. 
 
After a brief discussion, it is agreed that the Working Group that will work on the above-mentioned 
guidelines will include: Peter Kozmus, Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini, Jody Goldsworthy and Nicola 
Bradbear. 
 

Sunday 5th May 2019 
 
• Inspection visit to congress centre of the 46th Apimondia Congress (point 13) 
 
At 9:00 AM the members of the Executive Council, accompanied by the representatives of the Local 
Organising Committee and of the PCO, carry out an inspection visit to the Palais des Congrès, where the 
event will take place. They visit the halls where the various sessions and meetings will take place as well as 
the ApiExpo and registration areas. 
 
• Report and follow-up on the organisation of the 46th Apimondia Congress (point 14) 
 
After said visit, Dr. Giovenazzo, President of the congress, illustrates the progress report on the organisation 
of the 46th Apimondia Congress. He reports on the registrations so far received, mentioning that, out of the 
6,000 participants expected, over 1,000 have already registered. He also mentions that almost all the 
exhibition area has been sold and that there might be more sponsors to further support the congress. 
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As for the technical tours, it is noticed that the 500 places so far allocated are too few; it is therefore 
requested to the Local Organising Committee to try and organise more tours in order to meet the demand 
that will certainly be higher. 
 
It is agreed to have a limited number of printed copies of the programme (300), while the majority of 
attendees will use the dedicated application/website for browsing the programme on site. The programme of 
the opening and closing ceremonies is illustrated and discussed. The members of the Executive Council ask 
the Local Organising Committee to follow attentively the issue of the visa issuance since a number of people 
have reported that they have been denied the visa to Canada. 
 
Dr. Pernal takes the floor to illustrate the scientific programme. He mentions that there will be 4 keynote 
speakers, 44 symposia, 9 workshops and 7 round tables and highlights that over 900 abstracts have been 
submitted; the Scientific Committee is now working on the programme of the abstract evaluation. 
Approximately 600 abstracts will be presented as posters. The members then discuss on the draft schedule of 
the scientific programme. The Executive Council noted that the abstract screening process took place 
without giving due consideration to the remarks of the Scientific Commissions Presidents. 
 
It is reminded that many people register and pay directly on the spot before the event so this has to be taken 
into consideration while evaluating the abstracts and cross-checking the registrations. 
 
Dr. Pernal asks the Presidents of the Scientific and Regional Commissions to propose people who could 
moderate the round tables. Concerning the workshops, he mentions that they are all full. It is therefore asked 
to increase the number of the attendees to the close-numbered workshops or to open the workshops to all 
participants, since the demand for such sessions is always very high. It is also recommended to have all 
workshops open to all participants for free and not to have some of them to be paid for. 
 
Finally, Ms. Brown illustrates the World Beekeeping Awards (WBA) programme. The regulations used in 
the past editions of the WBAs have been reviewed and updated. It is agreed to increase the media coverage 
to entice submissions of entries to the contests. The contract with the agency that will carry out the testing of 
the honey samples is reviewed and approved. 
 
Dr. Kozmus on behalf of Apimondia, thanks to the Local Organising Committee and Ms. Brown for the 
excellent work done so far. 
 
• Report and follow-up on the organisation of the 47th Apimondia Congress (point 15) 
 
Mr. Tazhitdinov mentions that the event is supported by the Government of Russia, through the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and the Republic of Bashkortostan. In recent years the local authorities developed many 
initiatives in the beekeeping sector and local beekeepers’ associations participated in many international 
events. Both the Ministry of Agriculture and the National Union of Beekeepers are at present working on the 
roadmap of the event. During the 46th Apimondia Congress in Montreal, a reception will be organised to 
showcase the 2021 edition. It is also mentioned that the local beekeepers’ association of Ufa wishes to 
organise the Apimedica & Apiquality Symposium in 2020 to promote further the congress. 
 
Mr. Butov reports that the national government, after the assignment of the 47th Apimondia Congress to Ufa, 
has given more and more attention to the beekeeping sector. A lot of promotion on the preservation of bees 
as well as on the congress in Montreal is taking place on TV programmes and magazines. 
 
The Secretary-General reminds to take all necessary steps in time for the issuance of visas; Mr. Tazhitdinov 
replies that they are working on this issue at federal level. 
 
Dr. Kozmus thanks for the presentations and reminds the organisers that the promotion of the 47th 
Apimondia Congress will start on the occasion of the congress in Montreal. 
 
• Apimondia policy (point 7) 
 

a) review of content and implementation of terms of reference for Scientific and Regional 
Commissions and Volunteers 
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The Secretary-General makes a brief presentation of the Terms of Reference for the Scientific and Regional 
Commissions as well as Volunteers. 
 
The issuance of the terms of reference for the members of the Executive Council, specifically on the carrying 
out the responsibilities attached to their position, is discussed. The signing of the respective terms of 
reference by each appointed member would therefore act as a formal commitment to engage accordingly in 
the activities of Apimondia. 
 

b) process of definition of policies on global beekeeping topics (sustainability of agricultural systems, 
chemical companies, government policies, GMOs, adulteration of bee products) 

 
Upon Dr. Bradbear’s proposal, it is agreed to review the Apimondia Statement on Honey Fraud posted on 
the website once a year. 
 
The Vice-President then remarks that the BPractices project report has to be a comprehensive document; in 
this context Prof. Cervancia mentions that the Regional Commission for Asia has published the code of best 
practices for tropical honey. It is underlined that Apimondia should issue the final deliberation on what to 
do/not to do on beekeeping practices and the consultation with FAO and their endorsement could help in this 
effort. 
 
Concerning the sponsorship guidelines, Dr. Kozmus informs that the ad hoc Apimondia Working Group, led 
by Dr. Hatjina, has almost finalised the document. It is agreed that the Executive Council will have to check 
the companies that apply for being sponsors of Apimondia, making sure that they adhere to the ethical 
standards of the Federation. 
 
As for the Apimondia Working Group on GMOs, no updates have been received. 
 

c) review and definition of Scientific and Regional Commissions’ workplans 
 
The Vice-President reminds the Commission Presidents to send the workplans, since they are very important 
for an integrated plan of action of the Federation. The Secretary-General adds that, once reviewed the 
workplans, some funds could be distributed for implementing the proposed activities. 
 

d) revision and integration of the Scientific and Regional Commissions’ areas of activity 
 
A proposal is put forward by the Secretary-General to define and assess new areas of activities for each 
Commission to ensure they address emerging and most recent issues. Some Commission could in fact 
integrate the range of topics handled and increase their scientific portfolio also to reach a better balance in 
terms of abstracts received for presentation at the congress.  
 
• Discussion and definition of Apimondia involvement in international projects and technical partnerships 

with other institutions (point 12) 
 
In addition to the involvement in the above-mentioned EU-funded BPractices project, Apimondia has been 
contacted by ADFCA the Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority to organise some joint events in beekeeping 
and food control issues. This proposed collaboration will be further discussed at the congress in September 
2019. 
 
• Update of current projects: website, working groups, digital kits (point 16) 
 
The members agree on Dr. Kozmus’ proposal to reorganise the website in order to be able to post documents 
and news in a more visible and interactive way. 
 
Issues concerning the Working Groups have been dealt with at point 7. 
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• Reports of the Members of the Executive Council (point 17) 
 
Each member briefly illustrates the activities carried out in the last year that are reflected in the reports that 
are attached to these minutes. 
 
• Any other business (point 18) 
 
The Vice-President reminds that the Presidents of the Scientific and Regional Commissions should nominate 
a team for each commission in order to better carry out the activities. 
 
The Vice-President proposes to have a “recognition” certificate for those Member Associations who showed 
dedication in working for Apimondia, that could be delivered during the first session of the General 
Assembly. 
 
The Secretary-General then urges those present to finalise the articles for the Apimondia publication in time 
for being distributed at the congress in Montreal. 
 
Mr. Bruneau presents the ISO activities and how they specifically connect to bee products and the main 
issues addressed by this international body. The direct involvement of Apimondia Member Associations in 
the topics dealt with by ISO is crucial to ensure that their interests and trade and production activities are 
duly taken into account and protected. 
 
Having covered all the agenda, the Vice-President calls the meeting to a close at 18:10 PM. 
 
Montreal, 5th May 2019 
 
 
 
 

Peter Kozmus     Riccardo Jannoni-Sebastianini 
          Acting President               Secretary-General 


