OP-186 [Beekeeping for Rural Development]
Prison beekeeping programs in the state of Georgia, USA

Julia Mahood
Master Crafts Beekeeper, Georgia, USA

Background/Purpose
Prisons in the United States offer vocational education in hopes of reducing recidivism. In the state of Georgia in the
Southeastern United States, beekeeping classes have been offered in some prison facilities since 2015.

Problem/description
Repeated incarceration is linked to poverty, lack of job training, and mental iliness in the United States.

Methodology

Prison beekeeping classes give participants the opportunity to learn the craft of beekeeping. At the end of each year
students are tested using the Certified, Journeyman and Master beekeeper protocols outlined in the University of
Georgia Master Beekeeper Program. Using on-site hives, the students care for 4-14 hives, harvest honey, wax, and
propolis and raise queens.

Results and conclusion

Since 2015, 235 incarcerated individuals have passed the test for the Certified level, 19 passed the Journeyman level
and 7 have achieved the Master Beekeeper level. Since 2022, students have been asked to fill out a survey regarding the
beekeeping programs. Participants responses are overwhelmingly positive. They reported increased awareness of the
importance of caring for the environment, increased ability to work collectively as a community, gratitude for forming
relationships with others from different backgrounds that they would otherwise not have sought out, the value of being
able to act as a teacher and mentor for those who continue to the Journeyman and Master levels, an appreciation for
having something interesting to talk to their loved ones about, and hopes that they will be able to continue keeping bees
upon release.

Practical implications for beekeepers

While there is known value in providing vocational training for incarcerated individuals to reduce recidivism, the
therapeutic benefits of beekeeping could be considered even more valuable. The opportunity to work together to care for
living beings, the intellectual stimulation of learning beekeeping, and the rewards of passing tests are all opportunities
for these mostly disadvantaged populations to heal, for them to be positive community member while incarcerated,

and to return to their communities better equipped for success. More broadly, prison beekeeping programs increase
awareness of the importance of honey bees among staff and the general incarcerated populations.
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Julia Mahood Master Crafts Beekeeper, Georgia, USA
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Faces of
incarcerated
people are
blurred in this
presentation to
comply with
Department of
Corrections rules
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Georgia Prison
Beekeeping
Programs

Since 2014:
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Students
articipate In
every aspect
of
beekeeping,
from hive
management
to honey
processing
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Prison programs
compete against
each other at the
Georgia Beekeepers
Association state
honey show




How are
these

programs
funded?
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Prison IS
boring.



How to pass the time?

* Work details
* Vocational classes



In the US 70% of formerly incarcerated people are rearrested within 3 years
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Evaluating the Effectiveness of Correctional Education
A Meta-Analysis of Programs That Provide Education to Incarcerated Adults
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Vocational training isn't
the most important
benefit of prison
beekeeping

The mental health benefits
are incredibly valuable



The connection to nature is healing
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It is nice to have
something interesting for
me to be able to tell my

family about

- Beekeeping student
at Burruss Correctional
Institution

Beekeeping knowledge is something
they can share with loved ones



Building leadership skills



Sense of pride and
accomplishment

“It has been the most
rewarding thing |
have been able to do

in prison.”
- Beekeeping student at
Rogers State Prison




It's
rewardin
for the
voluntee
rs too!

Virginia Webb

David Hollomon









Questions?

Email: julia@mapmydca.com

@ Follow me:
nstagram.  @Map_my_dca



