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Connecting the public in Sweden with beekeepers 
ready to catch swarms

Statistik

Inringningar i dag:  71
Inringningar i går:  30
Inringningar i år:  1734
Aktiva svärmfångare:  692

Svärmkartan 2025
Uppdaterad: Torsdag 26 juni 2025 Kl- 18:20

Lager
Klicka på lagren för att 
visa eller dölja

Samtal yngre än 2h
Samtal senaste 24h
Samtal 1-7 dagar
Samtal äldre än 7 dagar
Svärm bekräftad
AY Övervakningszon
AY Skyddszon

SWEDEN
THE SWARM LINE

Spotted a bee  
swarm in Sweden?
Call the Swarm Line telephone service 

(Svärmtelefonen) and enter the postal 

code where the swarm is located to 

be connected to a swarm catcher in 

your area.

Swarm Map (Svärmkartan) 
The Swarm Map displays all incoming calls to the Swarm Line 

(Svärmtelefonen) in real time. It also shows swarm catchers 

the protection and surveillance zones for American foulbrood, 

enabling them to take specific actions within designated zones 

to manage the situation efficiently and safely.

HOW 
IT WORKS

SINCE 2020  
direct links between the public and swarm catchers in sweden

Swarm Line (Svärmtelefonen) is a free telephone service open to the public

Scan to view
the live Swarm Map

SVÄRMKARTAN
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Ensuring Honey Safety: Rapid Testing for Antibiotic Residues

Nicola Kane, Mark Squance, Kielan Toal, Morteza Afrasiabi
Biorex Food Diagnostics, Antrim, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom

Testing honey for antibiotic residues is crucial to ensure it meets food safety standards and regulatory requirements. 
Antibiotic contamination can occur due to direct beekeeping practices or environmental exposure, raising concerns about 
potential health risks and the role of antibiotic residues in antimicrobial resistance. As a result, strict global regulations 
have been implemented to safeguard public health.

Current antibiotic residue screening in honey relies heavily on expensive and time-consuming confirmatory methods, 
such as liquid chromatography–mass spectrometry (LC-MS). While highly accurate, these techniques require specialised 
laboratory facilities, making routine and on-site monitoring impractical for many honey producers, exporters, and 
regulators. There is a growing demand for rapid, cost-effective screening methods that can detect multiple antibiotic 
residues efficiently while maintaining accuracy and compliance with regulatory standards.

Biorex Food Diagnostics have developed FlowSense, a range of single and multi-analyte diagnostic test devices utilising 
lateral flow microarray immunoassay technology. These rapid test devices employ a more sustainable strip format with 
no plastic cartridge along with a freeze-dried conjugate well and a simple, user-friendly protocol. The system incorporates 
green-based extraction methods that streamline sample preparation while ensuring high sensitivity and specificity. A 
portable test reader has been integrated to facilitate testing in various environments, including field operations and food 
production facilities. The reader provides semi-quantitative and quantitative results, minimising errors associated with 
visual interpretation.

The FlowSense antibiotic testing range delivers high sensitivity and specificity, with results available in just 10 minutes. 
The integration of a portable reader ensures consistent and accurate detection of antibiotic residues, allowing for efficient 
on-site monitoring. This innovation provides a practical alternative to costly laboratory-based analyses, offering a balance 
between affordability, accuracy, and ease of use. By improving accessibility to reliable antibiotic screening, FlowSense 
supports compliance with evolving food safety regulations while enhancing supply chain integrity.

Beekeepers benefit from FlowSense’s rapid, portable antibiotic testing, allowing proactive monitoring before regulatory 
testing. This reduces the risk of non-compliance and market rejection. Early detection helps identify contamination sources, 
enabling better management practices to minimise antibiotic use, enhance honey quality, and strengthen consumer trust.
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The Swarm Line

Lars Jonsson
Lars Jonsson, Biodlarna The Swedish Beekeeper Association

The Swarm Line is a unique and much appreciated service for both the general public and beekeepers in Sweden. 
When you spot a beeswarm, dial the Swarm Line number and you will automatically be connected to a swarm collector in 
the vicinity! The Swarm Line is linked to the online Swarm Map that illustrates the calls made to the Swarm Line across 
the entire country in real-time.  For beekeepers, there is a portal where they can manage the geographical areas they wish 
to cover and switch themselves to on or off duty. As the map also indicates American foulbrood restriction areas, swarm 
collectors can easily decide whether bee inspection needs to be involved.  The data collected by the Swarm Line and the 
Swarm Map can be used for monitoring and forecasting the swarm season and tracking changes over time. The Swarm 
Line and the Swarm Map were developed by the Swedish Beekeepers Association in 2020 and further developed with 
European funding through the Swedish Board of Agriculture. The number of visitors has increased from year to year, and 
both beekeepers and the interested public share the fascination of the swarming season, following the dots on the map.


