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San Andrés is part of an overseas archipelago, while Múcura Island is influenced by
the continental mainland.

In the bees from these areas, the continental proximity of Múcura Island is reflected
in the Africanization process, whereas San Andrés does not show evidence of this
phenomenon. The honey bee colonies from San Andrés exhibited forewing lengths
ranging from 9.95 to 9.08 mm, values comparable to those reported for bees from
San Cosme, Argentina [comparative study]. In contrast, colonies from Múcura
Island showed shorter ranges of 8.06–8.77 mm, clustering morphologically with
Africanized bees (Ruttner, 8.66 ± 0.16 mm). Therefore, the bees of San Andrés
display morphometric traits consistent with European lineages.
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The morphometrics of Apis mellifera (L.) are essential for the study of races
or subspecies and their hybrids, enabling their classification and
identification. Morphometry has been key to documenting the Africanization
process since the 1970s. Studies in Argentina, Colombia, Brazil, Mexico, and
the Caribbean confirm morphometrics as a reliable tool alongside genetic
markers. Morphometry can be influenced by environment (nutrition,
climate). Genetic markers (mtDNA, microsatellites, SNPs) provide more
robust ancestry confirmation. Best practice: combine morphometrics +
molecular analysis for bee population studies.

This study aims to characterize wild honey bee colonies on Múcura and San
Andrés Islands using morphometric and discriminant analyses, with the
objective of evaluating the dispersion and introgression of Africanized bees
in the San Bernardo Archipelago and San Andrés.Múcura Island (9°39′N –
75°52′W), part of the San Bernardo Archipelago in the Colombian
Caribbean, covers about 1.5 km² and lies 35 km from Tolú and 80 km from
Cartagena. The island harbors diverse ecosystems, including remnants of
tropical dry forest, introduced coconut and beach palms, coastal mangroves,
seagrass meadows, and coral reefs that support high marine biodiversity. San
Andrés Island (12°34′N – 81°42′W), part of the Colombian archipelago of
San Andrés, Providencia, and Santa Catalina, lies 619 km northwest of
mainland Colombia and 150 km east of Nicaragua. With a hot, humid climate
(≈80 °F) and annual rainfall of ~1,950 mm, the island hosts tropical dry
forest, mangroves, seagrass beds, biodiverse coral reefs, and coconut palms.

Adult worker bees were collected or removed from brood chamber combs
and preserved in 70% ethanol for subsequent analysis. From each sampled
colony, 6 to 10 specimens were dissected. The morphometric variables
analyzed included forewing length (Laa) and width (aL), hindwing length
(Lp), femur length (Fm), tibia length (Tb), the cubital index (Ic). The
dissected specimens were properly mounted for subsequent image analysis
using ImageJ 1.47v (National Institutes of Health, USA).

Discriminant factor (FDm) used to differentiate Africanized and European honey
bees:

MATERIALS AND METHODS
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REMARKS

On San Andrés Island, beekeeping with European honey bees, A. mellifera ligustica,
has been actively promoted. the island has been declared a Genetic Reserve for Apis
mellifera ligustica, emphasizing its importance in the conservation and genetic
improvement of this species. Implementing selective breeding processes of European
honey bees in areas with continental influence is not recommended due to the
pronounced effect of introgression from Africanized bees.

RESULTS
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Morphometric assessments of bees have proven to be valuable in classification processes in animal systematics, 
facilitating the identification of hybrids and pure races. With the ongoing Africanization process in the Americas, it has 
become necessary to investigate the expansive effect and the degree of introgression that this process implies. In this 
study, the nature of wild colonies established on the island zones of Múcura Island in the San Bernardo Archipelago and 
San Andrés Island was analyzed through biometric and discriminant analysis. Samples of Apis mellifera were collected 
from the study areas, and anatomical variables such as forewing length (La), hindwing length (Lp), femur (Fm), tibia (Tb), 
and cubital index (Ic) were evaluated to estimate the introgression of Africanized bees in the study area. The discriminant 
analysis of the evaluated populations revealed values indicating a dominance of Africanized bees in the San Bernardo 
population (FDm -2.50), positioning them as descendants of hybridization events, introgression, and the expansion of 
Africanization from the continental side to overseas territories in the Colombian Caribbean. Meanwhile, the San Andrés bee 
population exhibited characteristics typical of bees bred and maintained in a special genetic reserve zone, with forewing 
length values ranging from 9.10 to 9.95 mm, similar to those observed in bees from San Cosme, Argentina. In contrast, 
bees from Múcura Island displayed ranges of 8.06–8.77 mm, which are characteristic of Africanized bees (Ruttner, 8.66 ± 
0.16 mm), with FDm values between 1.5 and 7.0. These bees are part of the Seaflower Business Challenge genetic reserve, 
recognized for their productivity in continental areas of Central America.
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Background
Colony productivity and fitness are influenced by the quality, number and genetic diversity of drones mated to the 
queen. Drones’ critical and exclusive function is reproduction. Breeding programs typically focus on queen and colony 
performance. Drone fertility and production are often overlooked. The quantity and quality of drones produced are highly 
variable within and between colonies, affected by many interacting factors. Rearing a plentiful supply of healthy, mature 
drones from select stocks can be challenging. 

Problem 
Breeding programs should include management and selection practices to enhance drone fertility and production. Drones 
appear plentiful during swarm season, although colonies highly regulate their numbers. Drones are costly; their nutritional 
demands are comparable to queen rearing, and their numbers are more numerous. Their haploid condition and longer 
development time increase vulnerability to adverse effects of parasites, pathogens, chemical residues and environmental 
changes. Drones have a high rate of attrition at every life stage. During stressful periods, drone brood is cannibalized and 
adults expelled. The fragility of drones, known to practitioners of Instrumental insemination, can be a limiting factor.

Methodology/Discussion
Commercial queen production requires massive numbers of drones from numerous colonies to form drone congregating 
areas. The inflight, polyandrous mating of queens enhances colony fitness. Semen concentration, volume, viability and 
drone size are affected by genetic and environmental factors. Management practices that improve rearing conditions, 
nutrition, and decrease exposure to pesticides, parasites and pathogens, should be implemented. Breeding programs 
should include these targeted criteria. 

Drones offer unique opportunities for selection and research. Referred to as “clones,” drones are haploid, all their 
spermatozoa are identical. Instrumental insemination, a proven tool to control mating, enables novel crosses to identify 
traits occurring in low frequency or not expressed phenotypically. Increasingly, molecular tools explore gene expression 
patterns, identify genetic markers, diagnose colony health and traits of resistance to pests and pathogens. The ability 
to store semen, short-term at room temperature, allows easy transport. Cryopreservation enables long-term storage, 
although some damage occurs in processing. This is sufficient for stock reconstruction, conservation and selection across 
time. Best management practices for successful drone husbandry support selective breeding and research programs.


