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In response to raising concerns of honey declines across the state, New York State unveiled a Pollinator Protection
Plan in 2016. This plan helped create the NYS Beekeeper Tech Team. The Beekeeper Tech Team is an interdisciplinary
group that works directly with beekeepers to improve honey bee health, reduce colony losses, and increase profitability
of the beekeeping industry. The program began in August 2016 and is open to hobbyists, sideliners, and commercial
beekeepers who operate a beekeeping business that generates $1000 USD in revenue each year. The Tech Team meets
with participants to provide them with data from their colonies and recommendations that they can implement in their
operations. In addition to providing one-on-one extension to individual beekeepers, the Tech Team also collects samples
from colonies to test for the presence of pesticides and disease in the hives. This robust data provides insights on the
challenges New York Beekeepers have faced over the past decade and aid in the design and implementation of Cornell
University's beekeeping extension program.



