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Jeometry beewear: using smart design to reinvent the beekeeping suit for women and streamline production for affordable 
domestic manufacturing

Jennifer York1, Jennifer York2, Jennifer York3

1South Carolina Beekeepers Association, Columbia, South Carolina, USA
2Jennythreads, Inc. Founder & President, Charleston, South Carolina USA
3Author and Illustrator, “Printing on Fabric: Techniques with Screens, Stencils, Inks and Dyes,” Lark Books, Sterling 
Publishing, USA 2013

Background/PURPOSE: 
I am a third-generation, SC Journeyman beekeeper with 20+ years’ experience sewing and designing Jennythreads 
apparel for real women. At a 2023 conference, a panel of women beekeepers got on the subject of hating their beekeeping 
suits. “The crotch is at my knees!” one said, “I bend over and stuff falls out of the pockets!” said another. I shot up my hand, 
saying, “I’ll design one.” Cheers all around the room!

Problem description: 
Today’s predominant style of beekeeping suit is based on a baggy, boxy men’s work suit, sized for someone over 6 feet 
tall. This tired and antiquated design routinely frustrates the fastest growing segment of beekeepers today: WOMEN. See, 
women’s body proportions are different from men: we have longer legs, shorter torso, narrower shoulders, and smaller 
stature. Additionally, beekeeping suits are over-complicated, outfitted with unnecessary and redundant components. This 
leads to over-production, thus dependency upon offshore labor for cheaper production cost. 

METHODOLOGY: 
I surveyed over 100 female beekeepers online and in person for their input, using feedback to design an innovative new 
suit specifically to fit women’s figures and priorities. I have personally wear-tested a year’s worth of prototypes in my own 
apiary, making improvements and eliminating redundancy, waste, and vulnerability with each new version. I have graded 
the pattern from one size to five: XS to XXL.

Results and CONCLUSION: I have founded Jeometry Beewear™ reinventing the beekeeping suit, tailoring it to women’s 
proportions, and streamlining design to a simpler, smarter, lighter, suit that works WITH its wearer and not against her. I 
have sourced lightweight, breathable, 100% recycled PET suit fabric and secured suit production with local manufacturers 
in the USA. I have price-structured this suit for affordability, both direct-to-consumers, and wholesale to distributors 
worldwide.

Practical implications for beekeepers:
With good gear like a well-fitting, functional suit, female beekeepers will feel more comfortable, protected, and calm as they 
head into the apiary. Rather than relying on far-flung factories, my Jeometry Beewear™ suit can be produced efficiently 
in-country, closer to the beekeepers who wear them. Let’s use smart design to empower women and save the bees!


