
691

PP-490 [Beekeeping for Rural Development] 

Apimondia 2025 No.0196

How can bees, humans, and other species care for each other?

Ria TSUZUKI (Kyoto University, Japan)
Care Between Bees and Humans: the Case of Beekeeping in Japan

The relationship between humans 
and nature has changed 

because of global climate crisis

Honeybees as 
environmental indicator 

animals gaining attention

Japanese honeybee beekeeping 
is carried out in a way that 

allows them to coexist with the 
surrounding environment

▷How can social science discuss about care between humans and nonhumans?

Apis cerana japonica

Beeboxes Bee attractors Honey harvest 

among 
humans and 
nonhumans 

among 
nonhumans
(predetors) 

-is a situated, material practice involving ongoing tinkering and adjustments in
response to specific needs, which emphasizes the relational and
improvisational nature of care in everyday ［Mol, Moser & Pols 2010］

-is about staying with the trouble—remaining present in complex, entangled
relationships with more-than-human others［Haraway 2016］

For beekeeping, beekeepers engage in ongoing, situated acts of “tinkering” — adjusting hives, 
responding to bee behavior, and maintaining ecological balance.
In this meaning, care theory offers a productive lens for understanding beekeeping not as mere 
resource extraction, but as a relational and responsive practice.

For more discussion about 
care theory

For further research about 
beekeeping in Laos

For who has any questions or 
interest in my research (email)

Care

▷How about care for avocational beekeeping in Japan ?

 Mark Ⅰ : Care among multiple species  Mark Ⅱ : Care in alluring

 These examples come from small-scale avocational beekeeping in Japan. When applying the idea 
of care to commercial contexts, we must also consider its ambivalence — including issues of 
control and exploitation. Still, caring for bees with attention to many other species may be a way 
of caring for nature and our planet as well. 

beekeeper
beebox, attractor

honeybee predetor 
flower, other pollinator

beekeeper

beebox, attractor

honeybee→
→→→ → predetor

→

flower, other pollinator

 Beekeepers make various
types of beeboxes

 wating bees coming to stay
→ makes beekeepers happy

 applying bee attractors
such as bee orchid
→ also generate some
relationship with others

 harvesting honey once a
year (fall)

 the honey would be
collected from thousands
flowers

beekeeper

ggiiaanntt  hhoorrnneett  //  wwaasspp
- using its pheromone to attack
- bee colony can protext by 
themselves

wweesstteerrnn  hhoonneeyybbeeeess
- steal japanese
honeybees' honey

bbeeaarrss
- steal honey
and also broke
their box

aaccaarriinnee  ddiisseeaassee
(Acarapis woodi)
- bees can protect
to some extent
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Unlocking the Potential of Rural Honey Industry: A Market-Driven Approach

Arthur Madalitso Ngwende
Agribusiness Department, TRADE Programme, Lilongwe, Malawi

The TRADE programme has been investing in Malawi’s honey value chain since 2022. The programme aims at increasing 
incomes of rural people through commercialization. The biggest challenge in the Malawi’s honey value chain is low 
production. Despite various interventions aimed at boosting honey production in Malawi, national output has remained 
stagnant at approximately 200MT annually. TRADE programme has introduced market-driven strategies, including 
business coaching, SmallHolder Empowerment and Promotion (SHEP) approach, and facilitated business meetings, to 
address this challenge. Initial findings suggest that direct market linkages significantly increase production, with some 
beekeepers reporting a doubling of their output in the first year. However, the specific mechanisms driving this growth 
remain unclear.

The lack of clarity on which interventions contribute most effectively to production increases presents a critical gap in 
knowledge. While some farmers benefit from market facilitation, others do not experience the same level of success. It 
was essential to identify which TRADE-supported services have the most significant impact on honey production and 
what factors influence their effectiveness.

This study explore the relationship between TRADE’s interventions and honey production outcomes. By analyzing the 
effectiveness of business coaching, the SHEP approach, and business meetings, the research provided insights into the 
most impactful strategies for commercializing the honey value chain in Malawi. The study uses data from farmer-based 
organizations working with the programme and was analyzed using T-tests and multivariate regression. 

The results revealed that the SHEP approach had positive significant impact on production, even in the face of external 
challenges such as prolonged heatwaves. While participation in business meetings and business coaching showed no 
significant effect.

Key patterns also emerged, groups led by women consistently outperformed those led by men. Services that provided 
long-term exposure and hands-on guidance especially those empowering farmers to find their own markets proved to 
be the most effective in stimulating honey production in rural areas. This study highlights the potential of smallholder 
beekeepers in accessing markets, increasing productivity, and fostering a more commercially viable honey sector by 
promoting women’s leadership in beekeeping groups and expanding long-term hands-on training.
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Care between Bees and Humans the Case of Beekeeping in Japan

Ria Tsuzuki
Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

There is a growing global interest in animal welfare, but what are the issues when considering animal welfare in beekeeping? 
This paper examines the care relationship between humans and bees in beekeeping, based on recent discussions in the 
field of anthropology about care for animals. From the results of two years of participant observation and interviews, it 
is shown that semi-wild honeybees engage in mutual care with beekeepers through a “seductive” relationship. In the 
context of Japanese beekeeping, particularly with the Japanese honeybee and beekeepers, the relationship is not only 
one in which humans allure the bees for the purpose of beekeeping, but also one in which the bees allure the humans. 
This form of beekeeping, based on a seductive relationship, demonstrates not only care for the bees but also the potential 
for beekeeping to offer care for humans, suggesting a form of beekeeping that is not solely focused on extracting honey.


