
714

PP-514 [Beekeeping for Rural Development] 
Reconnecting Societies From Soil to Sky: Indigenous Insights into Apiculture
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Institute of American Indian Arts, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA

The Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) based in Santa Fe, New Mexico- USA, is a global leader of contemporary 
Indigenous artistry and diversity. Through the concept of art as a traditional path of creativity, IAIA excels at skill building, 
provoking thought and providing a place to embrace the past, enrich the present, and create the future, moving ahead to 
establish paths where traditions are rediscovered, explored, deepened. And, where art and cultural identity are celebrated 
and revered. IAIA Land-Grant Programs is the agriculture extension department which focuses on the development 
of integrative approaches weaving the arts and earth sciences together through Indigenous Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge (TEK) and Western sustainable agriculture science. This presentation will share an introduction and overview 
of Indigenous Research Theory and practices as related to pollinator stewardship and conservation at IAIA. IAIA Land-
Grants Program established a tribal beekeeping and mentorship program 4 years ago. With funding from the USDA-ARS SW 
Climate Adaptation Science Center, they also offer online programming for tribal and Indigenous environmental stewards 
on pollinator stewardship. Through a cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of Tribal Relations, the program has 
developed a Grassland and Pollinator Stewardship research of interest to tribal communities and the development of 
resource guides for tribal college campuses developing pollinator conservation programs. Additionally, IAIA Land-Grant 
Programs is working on a NIFA- New Discovery grant funded project to develop a Tanoan/Puebloan bee atlas and to 
research the nutritional values of culturally relevant foods, pollens, and honeys for the intermountain southwest region. 
IAIA Land-Grant Programs recognizes that Apiculture weaves science, art, and cultural stewardship together to promote 
consilience- unity of knowledge systems.
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Sweet Maungwe is a honey producing and processing company which aims to promote sustainable beekeeping practices 
as aviable livelihoods strategy for rural communities. Zimtrade a trade promoting organisation is currently with Sweet 
Maungwe to develop honey clusters in 3 provinces of Zimbabwe. By providing training,equipment and market access 
community uptake has increased particularly among women and youth.this has helped to increase their income and 
improve their food security. Of the 2000 women and youth Zimtrade has capacitated more than 20%. Our approach will 
focus on environmentally friendly beekeeping practices, pollinator conservation and value chain development. The recently 
launched Kampala declaration CADDP document achnoledgged that agriculture is as important as water andfertliser. We 
expect to improve the livelihoods of 1000 rural households by 2030 and enhance biodiversity in our project. By promoting 
sustainable beekeeping we will contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) particularly 
SDG1 (No Poverty), SDG2, (Zero Hunger) and SDG15 (Life on Land). Through attending Zimtrade promotions Sweet 
Maungwe has developed a bespoken brand and is working on supply niche markets In Malaysia and France The product 
range is pure honey, honey with ginger cinnamon andcombeb, candles, body butter, lip balms and candles


