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Beekeeping is widely recognized a sustainable activity, increasingly common in both monocultural and multicultural rural 
areas. The growing demand for more sustainable crops and products and health-concious, organically produced food 
of recognised and certified origin, has driven beekeeping diversification [1]. The establishment of bee farms offer several 
benefits: economic, by generating income for farmers; social, by creating rural employment opportunities and mitigating 
rural exodus; and ecological, because bees act as natural pollinators of native and cultivated species, thereby preserving 
biodiversity and maintaining ecosystems balance [2].

Recently, declining demand for high-quality honey has led many beekeepers to explore other hive products as new sources 
of income, particularly propolis production. This resinous substance gathered by bees from plant exudates has significant 
commercial value due to several bioactivities, such as anti-tumor, anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial and antioxidant 
properties [3].

Until 2012 in Portugal, propolis production was largely neglected due to limited production and low market demand. 
Stimulating propolis production within beekeeping operations can substantially increase profitability [4] by diversifying 
hive products and optimizing resource utilization. This study examines the benefits of enhancing propolis production 
through strategic hive management techniques, including specialized collection methods and selective breeding. It also 
highlights the critical role of a facilitator who bridges the gap between beekeepers and the industry, ensuring quality 
standards and facilitating market access. Recent research indicates a rising demand for propolis in pharmaceuticals and 
functional foods, emphasizing its economic potential [4]. By integrating propolis harvesting into beekeeping practices 
and employing effective mediation, beekeepers can achieve higher yields, improved colony health, and increased financial 
returns. Therefore, stimulating propolis production, supported by dedicated intermediaries, represents a promising 
strategy for sustainable and profitable beekeeping.


