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The Environmental State of Beekeeping in The Solomon Islands

While there are few beekeepers 
currently in operation in the Solomon 
Islands, there is significant support 
from the Taiwanese and Australian 
Governments. Ten new farms have 
begun operations in Honiara alone 
since 2021. St. Joseph's School has 
four hives with 172 student keepers, 
who learn beekeeping and increase 
school income. The school hopes to 
give hives to graduates who hold a 
particular interest in beekeeping, 
proliferating apiculture around the 
country and bolstering economic 
opportunities. While hives were 
ravaged by invasive Asian Honey-
bees and Varroa, there is still oppor-
tunity for growth in the industry. 
Pictured below are two hives in 
Honiara and Tenaru, respectively.

Current Beekeeping Projects

Andrew Hogan

The tropical climate of the Solomon 
Islands could serve as the ideal 
ecosystem for honey production. 
Honey is currently imported and sells 
for $0.06/mL, showing the viability 
of beekeeping. The industry could 
replace some of the income of 
logging or mining, while being more 
sustainable and bring income to 
villagers rather than foreign com-
panies. Bees can also help repair 
some of the damage done by 
logging, making farms more pro-
ductive and increasing biodiversity, 
and reducing the effects of erosion. 
80% of Solomon Islanders are 
farmers, making the rehabilitation of 
their environment vital to life, and 
showing the importance of bees.

Uses for Beekeeping

Logging and mining harm both 
people and the environment in 
the Solomon Islands. Corruption 
is very common, making legal 
loopholes difficult to control. 
Logging companies pay a 
fraction of the value for land and 
do not pay all residents, with 
money going almost entirely to 
village leaders. This gives most 
villagers no control over their 
environment. Logging has dam-
aged water quality, hurt crop 
production, and interferes with 
the activities of native animals, 
making life in the islands more 
difficult, especially in rural areas. 

Environmental Problems
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Indigenous communities in Tamil Nadu, India, have traditionally practiced honey hunting as a key livelihood. However, 
increasing government-driven settlement policies and environmental concerns have prompted the need for a more 
sustainable alternative. This study examines the transition from honey hunting to beekeeping as a safer and more viable 
livelihood option for forest-dependent communities. Given their existing knowledge of honeybee behavior and seasonality, 
these communities can adapt to beekeeping with greater ease and success.

Honey hunting from wild colonies poses significant risks to both people and biodiversity. Lengthy forest treks, hazardous 
harvesting conditions, and habitat destruction endanger both honey hunters and native pollinators. Additionally, economic 
hardships limit access to education, particularly for girls, increasing the risk of child marriages. A safer, more sustainable 
source of income is needed to address these challenges.

SEEDS Trust, an NGO dedicated to nature conservation and sustainable rural development, has introduced beekeeping 
as an alternative livelihood. Their initiative promotes the domestication of “Apis cerana”, supports community-run tree 
nurseries, and actively involves women in sustainable practices. These efforts not only provide economic opportunities 
but also contribute to environmental conservation.

Beekeeping offers a safer and more efficient method of honey production compared to traditional honey hunting. It reduces 
physical risks, provides a stable income, and enhances food security. The financial benefits enable families to invest in 
education and reduce poverty related problems. Furthermore, pollination by managed bees boosts organic crop yields, 
benefiting local agriculture.

By integrating beekeeping with conservation efforts, communities can achieve both economic stability and biodiversity 
preservation. The domestication of “Apis cerana” ensures sustainable honey production while supporting forest 
ecosystems, empowering rural communities—especially women—to build long-term social and environmental resilience.
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The purpose of this experiment is to analyze beekeeping in the Solomon Islands, given the recent introduction of Asian 
honey bees, Apis cerana, and elimination of European honey bees, Apis mellifera. Since their introduction in 2003, Asian 
honey bees have eliminated European honey bees and thus, prevented honey production in most of the country. There 
are, however, some subsisting European honey bee colonies remaining. In this project, I will interview beekeepers in the 
Solomon Islands, and gather data regarding hive numbers, the population of each hive, and the history of their beekeeping 
operations. Because of the large loss of European honey bees, there is no systematic data of this kind, and the beekeeping 
operations that remain have little to work from. I will also study the lifestyle of beekeepers on the islands, looking into 
their motivations, history, and changes in practice to combat environmental changes and challenges regarding managing 
their bees. These data will inform the future of beekeeping on the islands, and lead to research-based suggestions on the 
most effective way for beekeepers to cope with environmental issues, such as logging or invasive species proliferation. 
These data can then be applied en masse to beekeepers outside of the Solomon Islands, focusing on highlighting which 
environmental factors are the most influential and making note of the best practices for resisting challenging environmental 
factors. By coordinating beekeeping practices with the needs of the environment, beekeepers can make their operations 
more effective and of a higher value, requiring lower maintenance and operating more consistently.


