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International Bee Research Association (IBRA) - Contributing to bee research and beekeeping by publishing books and 
journals since 1949
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In 1949, the Bee Research Association (BRA), initially founded in 1945, legally came into existence with Dr Eva Crane as its 
first Director, the ‘I’ for ‘international’ was added in 1976. The aim of the International Bee Research Association (IBRA) is 
the advancement of the science of apiology and, with a view to achieving that primary objectives, the promoting, financing, 
organising, carrying on, disseminating and encouraging bee research. IBRA promotes the value of bees by providing 
information on bee science and beekeeping worldwide, as well as by publishing books and two journals. IBRA is managed 
by a small number of trustees, working on a voluntary basis. IBRA’s genuinely scientific journal is the Journal of Apicultural 
Research (JAR). JAR is a peer-reviewed, scientific journal dedicated to examining and publishing the latest research on 
bees. The Editorial Board of JAR comprises 16 members from around the world, each bringing diverse expertise and 
backgrounds. Five regular issues are published annually and special issues are added when timely topics arise, the latest 
being a Special Issue on Pests and Pathogens in 2024. Bee World is a popular journal, available free to IBRA members. It 
was already established in 1919 by the Apis Club in London (founder: Ahmed Zaky Abushady) but became a BRA journal 
in 1952. It has 4 issues per year and contains original scientific articles and reviews (peer-reviewed) as well as obituaries, 
book reviews, a forum section for discourse and interviews with scientists. Bee World serves as a bridge between Science 
and Beekeeping. IBRA also publishes the COLOSS Bee Book. In this poster, we will present the IBRA Council members, the 
Editorial Boards of the two journals, the most downloaded and most cited articles of the two journals as well as a list of 
recently published books through a collaboration with Northern Bee Books publisher.
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Healthy Bees - a serious game for improved honey bee health
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Maintaining healthy honey bee colonies is complex, as it is influenced by numerous environmental factors. Beekeepers often 
struggle to fully understand these factors, which can impact colony survival and productivity. To address this challenge, 
a serious game called “Healthy Bees” has been developed. The game aims to provide an engaging and accessible way for 
players to learn about the key aspects of beekeeping and colony management.

Beekeepers must navigate multiple challenges, such as ensuring sufficient pollen and nectar availability and controlling 
the varroa mite, a major threat to honey bee health. The complexity of these factors can be overwhelming, making it 
difficult for beekeepers—especially novices—to make informed management decisions. Traditional learning methods may 
not always be effective in conveying these intricate relationships.

To create an interactive and educational tool, a collaboration was established with master’s students from the University 
of Skövde, specializing in Serious Games. Students with diverse competencies worked together to develop the first version 
of “Healthy Bees” as part of their course project. The game is designed primarily for mobile platforms and is based on 
scientific research on bees and pollination. In the game, players buy a bee colony, earn money by selling honey or answering 
knowledge questions, and reinvest in improving the landscape, winter food supply, or their beekeeping knowledge.

The initial version of “Healthy Bees” demonstrated that interactive learning can effectively simplify complex beekeeping 
concepts. The game allows players to experiment with honey harvesting and observe its effects on colony health, providing 
an engaging and hands-on approach to education. By making beekeeping knowledge more accessible, the game helps 
players develop a better understanding of how to maintain strong and productive colonies.

“Healthy Bees” offers a valuable educational tool for both new and experienced beekeepers. It highlights key factors 
affecting colony health, promotes better decision-making, and fosters an understanding of sustainable beekeeping 
practices. By increasing awareness of beekeeping challenges and best practices, the game contributes to improved 
pollination services and honey production, benefiting both agriculture and natural ecosystems.


